


How to successfully 
renovate, extend and 

convert period 
properties… 

and where to start in 
the process.



•Team of specialists for period properties and Listed buildings with an 
abundance of experience in timber framed buildings.  

•Passionate about traditional building methods and materials (employing 
some techniques that date back to Saxon times) but is also fully 
conversant in modern building methods.

•Apply all this knowledge and experience to execute truly sympathetic 
extensions, conversions and renovations to period properties, as well as 
offering longevity for the building through delivering breathability.

•Operations in Cambridgeshire and Woolpit and offer a comprehensive 
service, handling every aspect from creating drawings onwards. 

•Excellent working relationships with planning departments, conservation 
officers, Building Control, architects and structural engineers – all built 
on mutual respect.



FIRST PRIORITY

• Ensure the building is structurally 
sound and water tight.

• Often the main culprit for 
compromising structural integrity is 
rot caused by damp.

• Signs of this can include cracks or 
bulges in the wall (internally or 
externally). If in doubt, always seek 
professional advice and never ignore 
these if you see them developing.



BREATHABILITY IS KEY
• The crux of eliminating damp and rot in a period property relies on delivering 

breathability throughout.

• A building where water becomes trapped is one that will rot. 

• By embracing water within the building processes, as many traditional techniques do, the 
end result is a breathable and therefore hardy building that will stand the test of time.

• Breathability is crucial here where the weather is changeable and buildings have to 
tolerate snow, sunshine and everything in between.

• Make breathability a key objective for any building project on a period property.

Limecrete flooring

Wattle & daub



RESPECT THE PROPERTY’S
CONSTRUCTIONAL HERITAGE

• Common sense to use traditional techniques and materials as these were what were originally 
employed during the period property’s initial construction. Caution, however, regarding the 
use of old or reclaimed materials as these are not always the best choice for repairs.  

• Traditional techniques are tried and tested and have been in place for many hundreds (even 
thousands) of years’ variations on the same themes are used throughout the world because 
they work.  

• Heritage buildings were originally built to exude quality and resilience delivered by best 
building practices.

• Until relatively recently, the construction industry was underpinned by time honoured 
craftsmanship and a true understanding of the elements to achieve the best results.



BE TRULY 
SYMPATHETIC

• Many believe that delivering successful 
renovations, conversions and extensions 
means being sensitive to the appearance of 
the property – and it does – but it goes 
much deeper than that… 

• Being truly sympathetic to a period 
property means utilising all the 
appropriate materials and methods both 
inside and out.

• Maintaining the integrity of the original 
building is key.



DON’T BE DAUNTED
• People often claim period properties and Listed buildings are difficult to 

maintain – this is not necessarily the case.

• Period properties have stood the test of time. When well maintained and 
with the use of appropriate materials and techniques (that offer 
breathability), period properties will continue to stand for many centuries 
to come.

• You’re not alone – there is plenty of expertise out there ready to offer 
advice and few problems are completely unresolvable.
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ANSWERS IN BRIEF
1. First priority: ensure the building is structurally sound and water 

tight.  

2. Make breathability a key objective  

3. Respect the property’s constructional heritage and employ materials 
and methods befitting of its original construction.  

4. Create a truly sympathetic extension, conversion or renovation – not 
just in terms of style but also in terms of how it’s executed.  

5. Don’t be daunted – we’re here to help and happy to provide advice…



QUESTIONS
Please feel welcome to ask any questions, or feel 

welcome to visit the Emmerson Critchley Ltd stand 
to discuss a specific project. 



THANK YOU
Do take a moment to explore the 
Emmerson Critchley Ltd stand.

Please visit the outhouse: a 
miniature period property 
showcasing the results of 

traditional building techniques. 
It’s at The Apex entrance.




